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WE, the People of the Territory of the 
United States, fouth of the river Ohio, having 
the rigbt of idmiffion into the general govern- - 
ment as a member flate thereof, confiftent with 
the Conftitution of the United States, and the 
att of ceffien of the fate of North Carolina, | 
_ recognizing the ordinance for the government of 
the Territory of the United States north weft 
of the river Obio, do ordain and ejtablifb the ` 
following confiitution, or form of government : 
and do mutually agree with each other to form 
ourfelves into a free and independent fate, by the 

name of THE STATE OF TENNESSEE. 
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HE legiflative “authority: 6 of this. a Bate, fall 
he vetted in a general aflembly, which hatl ` 
Bet? of a fenate and honfe of ge : 
- both. dependent on the people: ` SS GER 
Sic. e, Within three years after tio frita get, 
Lig of the general 'affembly, and within every”. 
fublequent term of Teven years, an enumeration E 
of the taxable inhabitants Mall: be made in- fuch ~ 
manner as hall be diredted by law; the number ` 
of reprefentatives hall, at the feveral periods of 
making Duch enumeration, be fixed by the legif- . 
lature, and apportioned among. the feveral-coun-. - 
“ties, according to the number of taxable inhabi- -— 
tants in sëch: arid hafi never be lefs than twenty - ` 
two, nor greater than twenty-fix, until the nim- + ` 
ber of taxable inhabitants. hall be forty thou- . © 
fand ;- and after that event, at fach ratio that the > 
whole húmber of GE See hever CX. 
ceed forty T a A 4° 
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-` SEC. 3, The muniber. of E hall; ~at Se 
_- feteral periods of making the enumeration before | 
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mentioned, be fixed by the legiflature, and ap~ 


portioned among the diftriéts,. formed as herein 
after directed, according to the number of taxa- 


ble inhabitants in each, and fhall never be lefs- 


- than one third, nor “more than one half of the: 


Ki 


aumber of reprefentatives, 


SEC. 4. The fenators fhall be chofen. by- dif- 


tricts, to be formed by the tegiflature, each dif: | 


trict containing fuch a number of taxable inhabi-. 
tants, as fhall be entitled to ele&t not more than 
three fenators. "When a diftriét (hall be compo-. 


fed of two or more counties, they fhall be ada. 


joining, and no county fhall be divided in form- 
ing a diftrict.. SS l 


SEC. e, The firfrelection forfenators and repre- 
fentatives, fhall commence on the fecond Thurf- 
day of March next, and fhall continue for that, 
and the fucceeding day; and the next election 
fhall commence on the firft Thurfday of Auguft, 
ene thoufand feven hundred and ninety (even, 


- and fhall continue on that and the fucceeding. 


Gay; and forever after, elections fhaH be held 


once in two years, commencing on the firt Thirf-. ` 
day in Auguft, and terminating the fucceeding. ` 


day. j 
| l 


SEC. E, The firít feffion of the general allem.- 


bly fhall commence on the laft Monday of March | 


next. The fecond on the third Monday of Sen: ` 


temþer, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety 
feven.: And forevér after, the general afembly 
fhall meet on the third Monday of September 


next enfuing the then election, and at no other |- 


period, usle as provided for by this conftitu- 
tion. ' 


~ 


SEC. 2, That no -perfon fhall be eligible ro a 


feat in thé general affembly unlefs he fhall have gë 


refided : three years in the ftate,. and one year in 


the county immediately preceding the eleétiom;,” 


and fhal ‘poffefs in his own right in the county 
which he reprefents, not lefs than two hundred 


acres of land, and (hall have. attained to the- age - 


of twenty one years; . 


~ 


A 


See. 8. The fenate™ and houfe of réprefenta- 


tixes, when affembled, hall each choofe.a fpeaker 
and its othef officers, be judges of the -qualifica- 
tions and-elections of its members, and fit upon - 


its own adjournments from day to day. Two 
thirds of each houfe. fhall conititute a,quorum to 
do bufinefs; but a fmaller number may adjourn 


from day. to'dáy, and may be authorifed, by law, : 


to SES the attendance of abfent members. 
ETA 


Suc. 9. Each: honfe may determine the rules 


of its proceedings, punifi its members for difor- 
derly “behaviour, and with the concurrejice of 


two thirds, expel a member, but not a fecond ' 


time for the fame offence, and hall have all 
other. powers ‘neceflary for_ the: legulature of a 
free are, `- > 
‘ e ` E 
Sec, 10. Senators and reprefentatives, nal 
. in-all cafes, except. treafon,: felony, or breach of 


the peace, be privileged. from arreft during the. . 


-feffion of the general aff fembly, and in going’ to 
and returning from the fame ; and for any fpeech 
or debate in either houfe, they fhall not ue quef- 
moned in any other place. SÉ e 


Stc.. See Each ‘houfé may punit, by impri- 
foment, during their fefiloi, any perfon, not a 
peony who. fall. be puilty of difrefpedt to the 
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houfe, by any diforderly -or SEET behar 
viour in their préfence. o | 
` | í > a 
Sec, 12. When vacancies happen in eithe 
houfe, the governor, for the time being, fhal 
iffue v writs of election to fill fuch vacancies, - | 


Sec. 13. Neither houfe fhall, during their fef- 
fon, adjourn withott confent af the other, for 
more than three days, nor to any other place 
than that in which the two houfes thall be fitting; 


Sec, 14. Bills may Originate in either houfe| 
but may he amended, altered, or rejected by the 
ather. 


SEC. at, Every bill hall be read. three: times, | 
on three different days, in each houfe,. and be. 
figned by the EE fpeakers before it be- 
comes a law. 


Sec. 16. After a bill has been rejected; no 
bill containing Che fame fubftance, fhall be paffed. 
into a law during the fame fellion.. 


Sec. 17. The fiyle of the laws of this ftate,. 
fhall be, Bre FT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ` 
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE. 


Sec. 18. Each'houfe fhall keep a journal' of 
its proceedings, and publifh them, except fuch 
parts as the welfare of the ftate may require to 
be kept fecret. And the yeas. and zays of the 
members on any queftion, Shall, at the requeít of 
` any two of them, be entered on the journals, 


SEC. 19. The doors of each houfe, and com- 
mittees of the whole, fhall be kept open, unlefs, 


SE E 9 EN 
when the bufinefs. thall be fich as ought to be 
kept fecret- . en, ai 

SC ! ES e 

Sec, 20. The lepiflature: of this fate hali not 

‘eile the following officers of government greater 

annual falaries than as follows, until the year one 

- thoufand eight~hundred.and-four, to wit. 

- The governor not more than feven Hundred 
and fifty dollars. Bag da 

The judges of the fuperior courts; not more 
than fix hundred dollars each. ` 

The fecretary not. more than four hundred 
dollars. 

The treafurer . or treafurers, not more. an i 
four per cent, for receiving and ‘paying out all 
monies. 

-- The attorney or attornies for the. faté fhal]. re~ 
celve a compenfation for their fervices, not ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars for each fuperior court which 
he fhall attend. | 

No member of the legiflature «hall récéive more 
than one: dollar. and feventy five cents per day; 
“nor more Tor every twenty-five miles he fhall. 
travél in going to and returning from: the gene 
ral affembly. noe 

SEC. 21L. No- money gelt be D from the 
treafury, but in SE of- appropriations 

made by law.. ` i 

Sec. Se? No perfon A heretofore - hath ` 
been, or hereafter may be a collector or holder. 
of public monies, fhall have a feat in either hoúfe- ` 
of the general affembly, until fuch perfon fhal. 
have accounted for, and paid into the treafury, | 
ali fums fer pues be may. Be etre or 
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SEC. 23» No judge of any court of law or 
equity, fecretary of ftate, attorney general, re- 
gifter, clerk of any court of record, or perfon 
holding any office under the authority of Che ` 
United States Mall have a feat in the general 
aflembly; nor fhall any perfon, in this Date, hold. 
more than one lucrative office at one and the fame 
timé; provided, that no appointment in the mi- 
litia or to the office of a juftice of the peace, fall 
-be confidered as a lucrative office.’ ` 

SEC. 24s No member of the. general affembly 
Dall be eligible to any office or place” of truf, 
“except to the effice of a juftice of the peace, or 
truftee of any literary inftitution, where the-pow- . 
er of appointment-to fuch office or place of ruft, - 
is vefted in their own body, — | 


EA 


Sec 25. Any member of either houfe of the 
general affembly, fhall have liberty to differt 
from, and proteft againít any att or refolve which | 
he may think injurious to the public, or-any in- 
dividual, and have the reafens of his -diffent en- 
tered on the journals. | 


Src. 26. All lands liable to taxation, in this 
fate held by deed, grant, or entry, fhall be tax- 
ed equal and uniform, iù fach manner, that no 
one hundred acres fhall be taxed higher than ane- | 
ther, except town lots, which fall not be taxed | 
higher than two hnadred acres of land each; no 
free man, fhall be taxed higher than one hun- 
dred acres, and no {lave higher than two hundred 
acres on each poll. A e 


D 


. SEC. 27. No article. mannfactured of the pro- | 
duce of this ftate, (hall be taxed ctherwife: than 


H 


. to pay infpection fees. l ` 
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ARTICEE Ii, 


Ki 


SEC. 1. The fupreme executive power ot this 


Date fhall be vetted i in a ec SÉ 


Src. 2. The governor hall be doti by the. 
electors of the members of the. general affembly, 


“at the times and places where they fhall refpec». 


tively vote for the members tirereof... The re- 


‘turns of every election for governor fhail be feal- 


edup, and tranfmitted to the feat of government, 
by the returning officers, directed to the fpeaker 
of the fenate,. who (ball open: and publith.them - 
in the prefence of a majority of the members. of 


-each houfe of the general affembly. The perfon 
having the, higheft number of. votes,” -Tháll be. gor -: 


vernor; but if two or more. fball be. equal, atg ` 
higheft in votes, one of them fhall be chofen go- 
vernor, by joint ballot of both houfas of the * ge. 
neral afembly.. Contefted elections for governor, 
fhall be determined by both honfes of the general 
aflembly, in fuch manner as Bell be EE 
by law. °° 7 , 
SEC. 3. He fal bis at least Ste five years 
of age, and poflefs a freehold eftate of five bunn, ` 


‘dred acres of land, and have been a citizen or. 
“inhabitant of this ftate four years next before his 


election, unleís he all have been abfent.on the 
public bufinefs -of the Kos States, or of this 
itate, ; 

Seci 4e The rk governor Bell hold his alee 5 
until the fourth Tuefday of September, one thouf- 
and feven hundred and ninety-feven, and until 
another governor fall be elected and qualified to, . 
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office; and forever after, the governor hall hold. 
his ofice for the term of two years, and until: 


another governor fhall be elected and qualified ; 
bat fhall not be eligible more than fix years in any 
«term of eight. 


SEC. ge, He fall be-commander in chief of 
the army and navy of this ftate, and of the mi- 
litia, except when they fhal be called into see 
fervice of the United States, 


Src. 6. He fhalt have power to grant reprieves 


impeachment. 


R 


and pardons, after RS , Except in cafes of . 


Src. 7. He fhall, at fated times, receive a 
compenfation for his fervices, which fhall not be 
increafed or diminifhed during the period, for 
which he fhall have been elected. 


- Sec. 8, He may require information, in writ- 
ing, from the offieers in the executive department, 
npon any fubjeél relating to the ES of their 
kefpective, offices  -. 


Src. 9. He may on extraordinary occafions, con- 
yene the general affembly by proclamation, and 
Dall ftate to them, when affembled, the EE 
for which they KR have been convened. 


WC 


Src. 10. He Thall take care that the laws hall 
be faithfully executed, 


Sec, 11. He fhall, from time to time, give to 


Ce 


the general aflembly information of the ftate of S 


the government, and recommend to their confi- 


deration fuch meafures as he hah judge expedi- . 


ent. i S 
B alte? gë | 
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See, r2. In cafe of his death, or refignation, 


+ 


or removal from office, the fpeaker of the fenate: - 


Dall exercife the office of governor until another 
governor fhall be duly qualified. . 

` Sec. 13. No member of congrefs,” or perton 
holding any office. under. the United States, ur 


- this ftate, fhall execute the-office of, governor. 


"ee 


SEC. 14» When any officer, the right of whol 


appointment. is by this conftitution vefted inthe ` 


general affembly., hall; during . ths. recefs, die, 
or his office by other means become vaeant, the 
governor hall have power to fill up fuch-vacancy 
by granting a tetaporary commiflion, which fall 
expire at the end of the Set feñion of the Jeer 
lature. po H to. 
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SEC. 15. There hall be a feal of A ae 


, which fhall be kept by the goyernor, and ufed by ` 


“him officially, and fhall-be called the great feal 
“of the ftate of Tenneffee. 


_Src. 16. All grants and commiffions fhall be. 
in the mame and by the authority of the ftate of 


‘Fenneflee, be fealed with the fate feil, and fgn ` 


ed by the governor. 


Suc. 17. A fecretary ‘of this ftate hall be ap- 
pointed and commifioned during the term of four 
years ——He fhalt keep a fair regifter of ali 
the official acts and proceedings of the governor ; 
and hall, when required, lay the fame, and all 
papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, 


` before the general aflembly, and fhall perform ` 
fuch other duties as fhall be enjoined him by: law. 
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ARTICLE: TIL 
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SEC. 3. Every fregman of the age of twenty 
-one years atid upwards, pofleffing a freehold in 
“the county ‘wherein he may vote, and being an 


inhabitant of this ftate, and every free man, be- 


ing an inhabitant of any one county in the ftate 3 
fix months immediately preceding the day of elëc- 
tion, hall be entitled to vote. for members of the 


general affembly, for the county in which, ne 
íhall refide. s 


SEC. 2. lor ihall in all cafes, except 
treafon, felony, or breach of the peáce, be'pri- 
vileged from arreit- during. their attendance át 


elections, and in going to and returning from 
them. 


| 
Sec. 3. Al ele@ions thall be by ballot. - 
(ARTICLE Ive. 


` SEC. 1. The houfe of Gees Shall 
have. the fole power of impeachnient. 

Sec.'2. All impeachments fhall be tried by 
the fenate. When fitting for that purpofé, the 


' | fenators fhall be upon oath or affirmation. -- 


Sec. 3. No perfon fhall be convicted, with- 
out the concurrence of two thirds of the members 
of the whole houfe. ; i . e 


Sec. 4. The governor, aa all civil E 
under this ftate, fhall be liable to SE 


j 
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for any mifdemeanor in office ; ; but judgment, ix 
fuch cafes, fhall not extend further than to re- 
moval from office, and difqualificationto hold any 
office of honour, truít, or profit under this ftaté. 
The party ball, neverthelefs, in-all cafes be lià- 
‘ble to indidtment, trial, judgrfient, : and. punit: 
EE SE to. SS S 


E 
ep 


“ARTICLE e 
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Sue, ïs., The judicial power of the ftate hall | 


be vefted in fuch fuperior and inferior courts of . 


‘law and equity, as the e radial fhall, from time 
to time, direét and eftablifh, - : S Ze 


Ke 2»: CW general. affembly ` ‘hali T joint dë 


ballot of both houfes, appoint judges of ‘the fo- 
veral courts of law and equity, alfo an attorney 


or atornies for the ftate, who fhall hold their fe- _ 


{pective offices during good behaviours 


Sec. 3. The judges of the fuperior court’ +t thall, 
‘at ftated times, Feceive a compenfation, for their 
fervices; to be afcertained by law ;, but. (hall not 
be allowed any fees. or perquifites of office, not 


fhall they :hold any. ‘other office of truft.o or profit » 


under this: Date, or the United States. 


Es 
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SEC. ES The Se of the- fuperiot ‘courts, 
fhall be juftices of oyer and-terminer and. general 
goal EE EE the ftate.. 


Ké 
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SEC. Bar The rf E of the Superior aa in- - 


_ferior' courts thall not charge. juries with refpe@ 
‘to matters of fad, but may fate the teffimony 
and. declare the law. -> , 


+ 
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“Sec. 6: The judges of the fuperior courts oo 


have power, in all civil cafes; to ¡fue writs. of 


certiorari, ta remove any caufe, or a! tranftript 


. thereof, from any inferior court of record into 
_ the fuperior, on fufficent caufe fupported by SCH 


-of affirmation, I 

SEC. 7 The dE or ica of the infer. 
or courts of law, hall have power, in all ciyil 
cafes, to ifue writs of certiorari; to remove any 
caufe, or a tranfcript thereof, from. ang inferior 
jurifdiction into their court, on fuflicient cate, 
fupported by oath or affirmation. 


‘Sec. 8. No judge (hai fit on the trial of any cante 
where the parties thall be connected with him, by 


affinity or confanguinity, except by confent of 


parties. In café.all the judges of the fuperior 


.court fhall be interefted i inthe event of any caufe, 


ot related to all'or either of the parties, the go- 
vernor of the ftate halt in fuch cafe fpecially com- 
miffion three men, of law Eno visas for the 
determination thereof. d 


Sec. 9. All writs and other procefs, hall run, 
IN THE NAME OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 3 
and bear teft, and be figned by the refpective 
clerks. Indiítments fhall conclude, AGAINST THE 
PEACE AND DIGNITY OF THE STATE, 


15 


Sec. 10. Each court thall pas its own 


‘clerk, who Se GE his office "Ae good be- 
- haviour. , 


> 


SEC, 11. Ná fine fhall be laid c on any citizen 
ofthis ftate, that hall exceed fifty dollars, unlefs `. 
it (ail be affeffed by a jury of his peers, who fhaH | 
affefs the fine at the time: they find the fact, if 

S 


GË tw. E A E 
they think the fine ought to be more: than fifty 
dollars, . e ee oe . dë 
SEC. 12, Theré fhal be a of the peace * 
appointed for each -county, not exceeding two 
for each captain’s company, except for the cam- 
pany which includes the county town, which hall 
not exceed three, who Thall hold their offices durs: 

| ingg good behaviour, e igs e , - 
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SEC. r. ‘There - hall. be” appointed in sen 

| county, -by the county court, one fheriff, one 
coroner, one truftee;' and a fufficient number of 
conftables, who fhall hold’ their . offices for two 
years. They fhall alfo have powerto appoint gne 
yegifter and ranger -for the county, who fhall ` 
hold their offices during gopd behaviour. The 
fheriff and. coroner fhall be een by the 
EE e 


* 


"Sec. 2. There fhaH be a treafurer or’ tréa-- 
- Drers appointed for. the fate, who fall hold his- 
or tier offices fór two years, : 

See, 3. The: appointment cof alt officers not’ 
ntherwite. directed by EE fhalt be 
yefted in the GE gl 
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See, 1. Captains, Re and non com- 
mifioned officers, fall be elected by thofe citi- 
zens, in their refpective difiriós, who are fubjeé: 
to military duty. | l a 
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o ER AÑ field: officers of the militie halt 
be elected by :thofe citizéns in their refpective 
counties who ate fubject.to military duty. 
| SEC. 3. Brigadiers general (hall be elected. by 
the field officerfof their refpective brigades. ps 


Sec. 4. Majors general fhall be elected by 
the brigadiers and field officers of ane refpective 
divifions. 

Sec, 5. The governor fhall appoint the ad- 
jutant general y the majors. general ‘fhall appoint 


their aids; the brigadiers general fhall appoint 


their brigade majors, and the commanding offi- 
cers of regiments their adjutants and quarter 
mafters.. | 


, Sec, 6. The captains and the fubaltérns of 
the cavalry: fhall be appointed by the troops 
enrolled in their refpective companies, and the 


.field officers of the diftrict fhall be appointed by 


the faid captains and fubalterns, provided, that 
whenever any new county is laid off, that the field 
officers of the faid cavalry fhall appoint the cap- 


‘tain and other officers therein, pro tempóre, untill 


the company is filled up and completed, at which 
time the election of the captains and fubalterns 
fhall take place as aforefgid. 


Src. 7. The legiflature fhall pafs eae ex- 


- empting citizens belonging te any fect or deno- 


mination of religion, the tenets of which are ` 
known to be oppofed to the bearing of arms, 
from attending private and general muiters. © 
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ARTICLE. VUL . `> 


Sec, 1. Whereas the minifters of the gof pe 
.. are, by their profeflions, dedicated to -God and 
the care of fouls, and ought not to be diverted 
from the great duties: of their functions ; there- 
fore no minifter of the gofpel, or prieft of any 
denomination ‘Whatever, fhall be eligible-to a 
feat in either houfe of the depart es: 


Sec. 2. No perfon who denies the being of God, 
or a future Zeie of rewards and punifoments, thall hold 
ang office i in the civil department of this ftate. ; 


ARTICLE DN. o e 
SEC, 1. Thati every peron, who hall E cho- 
fen or appeinted to any office of truft or profit, 
fhall, before= entering. on the execution thereof,. 
, take an oath to -fupport Che conftitution Sei this 
Steeg and alfo: an oath of EE i 


i Src. 2. That each hember of- the fenate aia 
- honfe of reprefentatives, fhall, before they pro- 
ceed to bufinefs,- take an oath: or affirmation to 
fupport the conftitution of this Ee and aHo the 
id oath: 


- TA B. do. folemnly feat (or affiirm) that, 
as a member of this general affembly, 1 will in all 
appointments vate withont favor, affection, par- 
tiality, or préjudice, and that I will not propofe 
or. afent to any bill, vote, or refolution which ` 
‘fhall appear to me injurious to the people, or 
eonfent to y any ‘act or thing whatever, that (all ` 

, B 2 S 


% | 
W ` 8 | 
have a tendancy to leffen or abridge their rights 


and privileges, a as declared a EAS conftitution of 
' this Date, 


t 


| 

SEC. 3. Any elector. who fhall receive any 
gift.or reward for his vote, in meat, drink, moneys 
or otherwife, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the 
laws fhall direct. ¡nd any perfon who fall di-. 
rectly or indireétly give, promife, or beftew any 
~-fuch reward to he elected, dhall thereby be ren- 
dered incapable, for two years, to ferye in the 
office for which he was elected, and be fubjeét 
to CN further punifament as the Tegiflature fhal 
dire 


SEC. 4. No new county fhali be eábliMcd 
by the generaF affesmbly, which fhall reduce the 
county or counties, or either of them, from which 
‘it fhall be taken, to a lefs content than fix hund- 
red andtwenty. five fquare miles. Nor fhall any 

1ew county be laid off, of fei contents; All new 
counties, as to the right of fuÑrage “and repre- 
fentation, all be confidered as a part of the. 
county or countiesfrom which it was taken, un- 
till entitled by numbers to the right of reprefen- 
tation. No bill fhall be paffed inte a law, for ` 
the eftablifhment of a new county, except upon 
a petition to the general affembly, for that pur- 
ofe, figned by two hundred of the free male in- 
habitants within the limits or bounds of fuch new 
ounty. prayed to be laid off, 
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ARTICLE x 


Ek 


SE untill the year one, _thoufand . eight 


-. hundred and two 


Src. 2. All laws and ordinanees 1 now. in Farce 


and. ufe in this territory, not inconfiftent with 


this conftitution, hall continue to Be in force and 
ufe in this ftate, until they fhall expire, be alter- - 


o ed, op repealed by the legiffature.- i T 


ger 1. Kueben A shall be the feat of go- ` 


m 


SEC.. 3. That whenever. two thirds of the gene- - 


ralaffembly: hall think it neceffary to amend or 


. change this conftitution,' they. thall: recommend 


. to the eleítors, at the next- ‘election for members . 


to the general aflembly, to vote for. or againft a 


‘convention; and ifit fhall appear that a majority : 
of all the citizens of Che ftate,. voting for repre- ` 


fentatives, have voted for a convention, the gene- 
ral aflemby all, at their néext-feffion, call a con- 
vention, to confift of as many members as there 


‘be in the general affembly, to be chofen. in the i 


fame manner, at the fame place, and by the 
fame eleétors, that chofe the general aflembly, 
- who fhalt meet within three months after the faid 
election, for -the purpofe of revifin Ing, Ee 
or changing. the conftitution. ee 


"` SEC. 4 | The declaration. of rights Be an- 
_ nexed, ‘is declaréd to be a part of the conftitution 
` of this ftate, arid fhall never be violated on any 
pretence whatever. And to guard againtt tranf- 
greflions of the high powers which we havé'dele- 


gated, we declare, that every thing i in the bill of - 


— 
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_ rights contained, and every other right not hereby 

delegated, is excepted out of the general pow- 

ers of government, and fhall forever remain in- 

violate. l E eS | 
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ARTICLE X 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 


L That all power is inherent in the people, 
and all free governments are founded on their au- 
thority, and inftituted for their peace, fafety, 
and happinefs : for the advancement of thofe ends, 
they have at all times an unalienable and inde» 
feafible right to alter, reform, or abolith the 
government in fuch manner as they may think 
proper. - S 


If. That government being inftituted for the 
common- benefit, the doctrine of non refiftance 
againft arbitrary power and oppreffion is abíurd,, 
flavith, and deftructive to the good and happinefs 
of mankind. 


TH. That all men have a natural and indefea- 
fible right to worthip ALMIGHTY Gop according 
to the dictatés of their own confciences; that no 
man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, 
or fupport any place of worfhip, or to maintain 
any miniftry againft his confent; that no human 
authority can in any cafe whatever controul or 
interfere. with the rights of confcience ; and that 
ng preference (hall ever be given by law to any 
religious eftablifhments or modes of worfhip. 


gk . o pri 
d 
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t231: 


re, That no religiots teft Mall ever be senn, e 


red asa qualification to any- bas or public truft 
under this Date, . 


V ~ That elections fhall be free and ane 


Vi, That the right of trial by. jury Kail re- 


main inviolate. . 


VII. That the people fhalt be ene in their | 
perfons, houfes; papers, and pofleflions, from un- ` 
reafonable fearches, ànd feizures, and that gene- 
ral warrants, whereby an officer may be -com- 
' manded to fearch fufpeéted-places, without evi- 
dence of the fat committed,.or. to feize any 
perfon or perfons not named, whofe offences are 


not particularly defcribed and fupported by evi-. 


dence, are: BE to liberty, and ought not 
to be e 3 


VET. That no freeman fhall be taken, .or.im- 
prifoned, or diffeized of. his freehold, liberties, 
or privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any 
manner deftroyed, or deprived of his ‘life; liber- 
ty, or property but by the EE of his peers, 
or the law of the land. 


IX, “That in all criminal EEN the a ac- 
cufed hath a right to be heard- by himfelf, and 
his counfel, to demand the nature and: caufe of 
the accufation againft him, and to have a copy 


thereof; to meet che witnefles face to face; to 
have compulfory procefs for obtaining witneffes: 


in his favonr; and in profecutions by indi@ment, 


or préfentment, a fpeedy public trial, by an im-. 
partial jury of the county or diftrit im which the ` 
crime hall have been committed ;. and, hall not: 


be compelled to give evidence againft himfelf. . 


(za? E 

X. That no perfon fhall, for the fame offence, 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb. 

XI. That laws made for the punifhment of 
fats committed previous to the exiftence of fuch' 
laws, and by them only declared: criminal, are 
coatrary to the principles,of a free government ; 
Wherefore no ex pof SCH law: fhall be made. 


SI, “That no cios fhall Se corrup- — 
tion af blood or forfeiture of eftate.—The eftete 
of fuch perfons as fhall deftroy their awn lives, 
fhall defcend or veít as in cafe of natural death.— 
If any perfon be killed by cafualty, there fhall 
be no forfeiture in confequence thereof. ' : 

em. That no perfon arrefted, or confined in- 
goal, fhall he treated with unneceffary rigqur. ` 


XIV. That no o freeman hall be pat to sad 
any criminal charge, but by EE Zäit: 
ment, or impeachment. 


XY. That all prifoners fhall be baflable z 
fufficient fureties, unlefs for capital offences, when 
thé proof is evident or the prefumption great. 
And the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
fhall not be fufpended, unlefs when in cafe of re- ` 
bellion or invafion the public bierg may regui 
it, 


XVI. That akcie bail hall not be requi- 
. red, nor exceflive fines impofed, nor cruel and. 
unuftial pe inflicted. 


XVIL That all courts Bel be: open; and 
every man, for an injury done him in ‘his lands, 


el 


CH perfop, or reputation; fall have remedy ` 


by due courfe of law, and right and juftice admi: 
niftered without fale, denial, or. delay. Suits 
may be brought againft the ftate in fuch manter; 
-and in fuch courts ás the legifleturé may by law 


dire&, provided the right-of bringing fuit be li- © 


mited. te the: citizens of this ftate. > 
XVII. “That the Paba of a gege where 
there is not. {trong prefumption. of fraud, fhall ` 
mot be continued-in prifon; after. delivering. up 
-his eftate for the benefit of ‘his creditor or credis. 
tors; in fuch manner as Shall be prefcribed by law. 


XIX. That the: printing Per EN fall “be free 
-to every perfon who undertakes. to. examine. the 
proceedings of the: legiflature, or. of any branch 
er officer of government; and no law mall ever. 
- beimade to reftrain the right thereof. The free: 
comnitnication of. thoughts and:opinions, i is one of 
the iftvaluable rights of man; and every citizen 
- may freely fpeak, write, and print ón any fub- 
Jet, being refponfible for the 'abife of that liber- 


ty. Bat in profecutions for the publication of: 
“papers inveftigating the official conduét of officers 


er men in public capacity, the truth thereof may 


-be given in. evidence; and in all iridi€ments for. 
libels, the jury fhalM have a right to determine the ` 
law and the faéts, under the direction oF the court, . 


"98 in other cafes, H 


XX. That no E law, or law im-. - 


pairing : the obligation of ‘contracts Dall be made. 


D 


- XXI. That no man’s particular fervices fhiall . 
be demanded; or: property taken, or applied to` 


«public-ufe, without the confent of his reprefen- 


2 
at = D 
E 
= 


ae SA a e nn E 
D `, 5 


wn 


[ 26 3 


tatives, or without juf compenfatiog being made 


therefor, 


N m 


` XXI. That the citizens have a right, in a 
peaceable manner, to affembie together for their 


common good, to inftruét their reprefentatives, . 


and to apply to thofe invefted with the powers.of 
government for redrefs of grievances, or other 
proper purpofes, by addreís or remonftrance. 


XXXVI. That perpetuities and monopolies are ' 


contrary to the genius of a free itate, and fhall 
not be allowed. 


XXIV. That the fare and certain defence of 
a free people is a well regnlated militia; and as 
ftanding armies, in time of peace, are dangerous 
to freedom, they ought to be avoided, as far as 
the circumítances and fafety of the community 
will admit; and that in all cafes the military 
fhall be in ftriét fubordination to the civil au- 
tharity, 


Ki 


pr 


XXV. That no citizen in this ftate, except 


fuch as ate employed in the army of the United , 


States, or militia in actual fervice, fhall be fub- 
ject to corporeal punifhment under the martial 
law, l 


XXVI. That the freemen of this ftate have a 
right to keep and to bearierms for their common: 
defence. 


XXVI, That no foldier fhall, in time of 
peace, be quartered i in any houfe without confent 
of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a max- 
ner prefcribed by law. 
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| KXVIIL * That no citizen of this {tate fiall bè 


~ compelled to bear arms, provided he will pay a an 


7 equivalent, to be afcertained by law. 


XXIX: - ‘That an equal participation of the 
free navigation of the Mififippi, is one of the 
inherent rights of the citizens of this fate: it 


‘cannot therefore, be conceded to any prince, 


potentat, power, perfon, or perfons whatever. 


“XXX: That no hereditary Ger pri- 
vileges, or honours fhall ever be granted or con- 
ferred in this Date, ay RB . 


XXXI. That the poris shiny -fouth of 
:Erench Broad and Holfton, between the rivers 


Tenneflee and the Big Pigeon, are entitled. to the 


“Yi ght of pee- emption and occupancy in that trac. 


XXXII That the limits and penn daros: of 
this ftate be afcertained, it is declared tliey are 
as hereafter mentioned; that is to fay: Be- 


` ginning on the extreme height of the “Stone 
Mountain, at the place where the line of Virgi- ` 


nia interfects it, in latitude thirty fix degrees 
and thirty minutes North—running thence along 


= 


the extreme height of the faid- Mountain, žo the 


place where Watauga River breaks through it; - l 


thence a direct courfe to the top of the Yellow 
Mountain, where Bright’s road croffes the fame; 
thence along the ridge of faid Mountain, between 
the waters of Doe River and the waters of Rock 
Creek, to the place where the road croffes the 
Iron Mountain: from thence along the eXtreme 
height of faid Mountain, to where Nolichucky 


River runs through the fame; thence to the top ` 


? 


ef the Bald Mountain: thence: EE the extreme 
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height of faid Mountain to the painted Rock; on 
French Broad River; thence along the higheft .. 
ridge of faid Mountain, to the place where it is 
called the Great Iron or Smoky Mountain ; thence 

- along the extreme height of faid Mountain to the 

place where it is called Unicoi or Unaka Mour 

tain, between the Indian Towns of Cowee and 

Old Chota; thence along the main ridge of the 

faid Mountain’ to. the fouthern boundary of this 

ftate, as defcribed in the a& of ceffion of North- 

Carolina to the United States of America; and 
that all the Territory lands and waters ‘lying 
Welt of the faid line, as before mentioned, and . 
contained within the chartered limits of the ftate ` 
-of North-Carolina, are within the boundaries and 
limits of this ftate, over which the people have 
the right of exercifing fovereignty and right. of 
foil fo far as is confiftent with the conftitution of 
the United States, recognizing the articles of 
confederation, the bill of rights and conftitution 
of North Carolina, the ceffion act of the faid 
ftate, and the ordinance of the late Congrefs, far 
the government of the Territory North-Weft of 
the Ohio; provided, nothing herein contained 
fhall extend to affect the claim or claims of indi- 
viduals, to any part of the. foil which is recogni- 
zed to them by the aforefaid cefon act, 


+ 
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SEC. I. That Do inconvenience may arife Fon 
a change of the temporary to a permanent ftate 
, government, itis declared, that all rights, ac- - 
tions, profecutions, claims,, and contracts, ~ as 
well of individuals as of bodies cor porate, fhall 
‘continue, as if no change had taken place in the, 
adminiftration of EES ] 

Sec. 2. All fines, penalties, a and forfeitures, 
due and owing to the territory of the United 
States of America fouth of the river Ohio, hall 
enure io the ufe-of the ftate. AJ bonds for. per- 
formance, ‘executed to the governor of the faid 
territory, fhall be and país over to the governor 
of this ftate, -and bis fucceffors in office, for the 
ufe of the ftate, or br bim ‘orjthem refpectively to ` 
be affigned over to the ufe of thofe concerned, as 
the cafe may be. 

See, ER “The governor, fecretary, judges and 
brigadiers general have a right, by virtue of their 
appointments, under the authority of the United 
States, to continue in-the exercife of the duties 
of their refpective. offices, im their feveral depart- 
ments, until the faid officers are EE under 
the BEE of this conftitution. x S 


SEC. da All officers, civil- and- military, who 
have been appointed by the governor, fhall con- ` 
tinue to exercife their refpective offices until the 
fecond Monday in “June, and until fucceffors. in 
office fhall be appointed under the authority of 
this conftitution, and duly qualified. 


? 
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SEC. 5. The governor fhall make ufe of his 
private feal, until a itate feal Shall be provided. 


SEC. 6. Until the firt enumeration {hall be 
made, as directed in the -fecond fection of the Brit 
article of this conftitution, the feveral counties 
fhalt be refpectively entitled to ele& one fenator 
and two reprefentatives: Provided that no new -> 
county fhall be entitled to feparate reprefen- 
tation previous to taking the enumeration. 


Sec, 7. That the next eleQion for reprefen- 
tatives and other officers, to be held for the coun- 
ty of Tenneffee, fhall be held at the houfe of 
William Miles. 


Sec. 8. Until a land office fhall be opened, 
10 as to enable the citizens fouth of French Broad 
and Holfton, between the rivers Tenneflee and 
Big Pigeon, to obtain titles upon their claims of 
occupancy and pre-emption, thofe who hold land : 
by virtue of fuch claims, fhaH be eligible to 
ferve in all capacities, where.a frechold is by 
this conftitution made a requifite qualification. 


DONE in convention, at KNOXVILLE, by 
unanimous confent, on the fixth day of 
February, in the year of our Lord, one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety. fx, 
and of the independence of the United 
States of America, the twentieth.—In 
Teftimony whereof we. have ene 
fubferibed our names. a 


AB 


_ James Greenaway. 


. George Rutledge. - 


_ John Rhea 
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WILLIAM BLOUNT, >` 
| PRESIDENT. E: 

BLOUNT COUNTY. ` 

David Craig. — . 

Fofeph Black. 

ER Houfton. — 

Samuel Glafs. i 


SULLIVAN COUNTY. . 


William CC. Claiborne. 
Richard Gammon. dä 
John Shelby, jun. o ES 


DAVIDSON COUNTY, - 
Toba M'Nairy. : 
Andrew "fackfon. 

Fames- Se 
Thomas Hardiman. ` 
Foel Lewis. | 


GREENE COUNTY, 
Samuel Frazier. >> > 
Stephen Brooks. ` 
William Rankin, 
Elifha Baker. 

Teba Galbreath, 


D 


"La" 

`. HAWKINS COUNTY. 
Fames Berry. l 
pn Mi Min. | 
Thomas lenderfon. ` 
William Cocke. 

Richard Mitchell. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
Alexander Outlaw 
Jofeph Anderfon. 
George Doherty. 
Fames Roddye. 
Archibald Koane. 


KNOX COUNTY.. 


1 James White. 


Charles M "lung. 
Fokn. Crawford. 
john Adair. 


SUMMER COUNTY. 
David Shelby, 
ljaac Walton, 

W. Douglafi. 
Edward Douglafs. ` 
Daniel Smith. 


SEVIER COUNTY. 
Peter Bryan. 
Samuel Wier. 
Spencer Clack. 
John Clack. - 
Thomas Buúchenham., 

A 
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| TE NNES SSEE COUNTY. 
e 67 Thomas Fohnflon. ooy , 
E Fames. Ford. e 
William Fort. 


~, William Prince. 
Robert Prince. 


WASHINGTON COUN Ma 
"bn, Tipton. ` _ 
Samuel Handy 
Leeroy-Taylor. 

Landon Carter, 
Fames Stuart. 


H 
ur 


Auch, 
WILLIAM MACLIN, Secretary. 


